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institutions over the territories included in the Eastern
monarchies. Thus we find there the three kinds of com-
munity which existed there earlier: the Greek city; the
Graeco-Oriental or purely Oriental temple, owning lands,
slaves, and serfs ; and a vast number of extra-urban districts,
inhabited by serfs and belonging to the proprietor of the East
—in other words, to the Roman emperor as heir of the Eastern
and Hellenistic kings. In Syria and Palestine, however, the
typical villager was neither slave nor serf, but a free small-
holder, a regular peasant. This triple division the Romans took
over from the past and maintained, with some partial altera-
tions. There were few Roman colonies in the East, and the
Roman element which they contained soon became Hellenized,
Under Roman rule, as formerly under the Hellenistic kings,
many of the temples were converted into Greek or half-Greek
cities, and many villages grew into towns. The Greek language
penetrated somewhat deeper into the mass of the population.
But the East was still the East, with its own customs and way
of looking at the world and its own characteristic life. It is
not surprising that it returned more readily than the West to
purely Eastern conditions under the control of its later
masters—the Persians, the Arabs, and the Turks.
Nor was there any fundamental change in the peculiar life
of Egypt. She remained essentially what she was under the
Ptolemies. The Roman emperor, as the heir of the Pharaohs
and Ptolemies, was absolutely the master and owner of the
country. Hardly any new cities of the Greek type grew up
under the empire: Alexandria remained the only great city
deserving the name. It continued to prosper and became the
second city of the empire, a vast centre of trade and industry.
The Greek city Ptolemais, founded by the Ptolemies, kept its
Greek self-government, but was otherwise indistinguishable
from the villages which passed for towns in that country. In
imitation of Ptolemais, Hadrian founded Antinoupolis, with
a Greek population and Greek municipal government, in
memory of his favourite, Antinous, who was drowned in the
Nile. But by the side of these Greek cities, the rest of Egypt
retained its own immemorial customs, and dwelt in larger or
smaller villages at the administrative centres of the nomes
into which the country was divided—the nomes which had
once been Thebes, Memphis, and Sais, the proud and splendid
capitals of the Pharaohs.

